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'L0SS OF THE MAINE. |t

—_—— . ——

American Battleship Blown
Up and Sunk in Harbor of
Havana.

— e

Danse of Fxplosion Not Yei Determined—Ap-
prlling Loss of Life—An Tuquiry Ordered,
Mach Ex itement Occasioned -Many Sus-
pect Foul Play.

Between 1

Wednesday,

Navy Losg was ar used by the messenger

and 2 o'clock in the morning of

who brought a dispateh from Capt. Sig<hy to
the effect that the Un'ted States battleship
Maine had been blown up and destroved in
Havana at 9:40 the that
the ship
men had been kille

WS eveninge ;
had sunk and a large number of the
1. He asked the

opinion

Stspwen-
"

Blon of pahiie

Nothing since the shooling of President

Garlield hias created the sen=ation in Washine-
ton prodneed 1he next mominge when the dis-
patclh became pablic preperty thiough the |
MOning  papers V'opular jundgment was
stagroered. I'he guesiton was at once raised
whether the destraetion the Maine had oc-
cored by accident or was t e resnlt of Span-
ish her ['i (i on 1s =till unan-
BWer 1 Ithouel it 18 to Lie observed that
those lughest 1 autbority in Washington, so

the 16th inst . Secretary of the |

my ship was gane, In snch astrocture as
he Muine, the effvets of such an explosion
are not for a moment in doaht.

“1 made my wayv through the long passes
in the dark, groping from side to side, to the

| hatchway and  thence to the poop, bemg
y amone the earliest to reach that spot.  So

soon as I recosnized the officers I ordered the
high explosives to be tlowded, and I then di-
recied that the boats availuble be lowered to
rescae the wonnded or drowning,

*Discipline in a perfect measnre prevailed.
There was uo more confusion than a call o
general quarters would  produce,—not as
much.,

1 soon saw, by the lizht of the flames,

S —

board, surronnded me. I cannot form any
idea of the time, but it seemed five minutes
from the time I reached the poop untii I left,
te last man it was poss ble to reach II;I\HIQ
heensaved. It must have been thice-guartiers
of an hour or more, however, from the mmonnt
of work done,

‘1 remember the officers and men worked
together lowering the boats and that the gig
took some time to lower. I did not notice the
rain of debris deseribed by Licat. Dlandin or
| others who were on deck at
explosion, bnt 1 did
plosion of the tixed ammunition and wonder
that more were not hart therehy.

“SWithouat going |u'v\nllt1 the limits of what

nhserve

4 -
1TS54

was proper in the harhor of a friendly power,
I alwavs maintmin precautions azainst attack,
and the quarter watch was ondered th have

ammumnition for the spmaller guns ready to
hand, so that in the mprobable event of an
atiack on the ~'n'.;- it would have Dheen fonnd
ready. It was this ammanition winech ex-
!‘:"-i"li as the heat reached 117
| The Maine was siyled by Secretar? of the

Tor Barriesmip Marse as Sae Was,
far as expression of opinion has been made,
incline to the theory that it was an accident.
Capt. Sigsby and the officers of the Maine
also appear to entertain the view that the
disaster was dne to the explosion of one of
the small marazineson the starboarnd side for-
ward due to heat from combustion in the coal
bunkers. There was more than one ex-
plosion, according to various reports. but
whether two or three or more is not clear.

The loss of lile was appalling, amounting te
255, ont of a complement of 355 officers and
men. As soon as the explosion occurred,
which destroved the forward part of the ship,
she began to sink rapidly, and her bhoats
were lowered, as were those from the Alphonso |
XI11., the Spanish man-of-war, which was at
anchor near by the Mauaine at the time, and
she Ward line steamship City of Washington.

Iiv this means 10 of the men were 1esened,
sne of whom bas since died, many of them
buddly hnrt. The injured were taken on ‘

poanl the Spanish warship and to hospitals in ]

the citv. At rpedo boat and a lighthouse
tender were at once forwarded from Key |
West, and the wonnded and other sarvivors
wete bronght to the Latter place, except a few |
tov badly burt to travel, and Capt. Sigshee
and mine oflicers and ane or two attendants,
who remaived in Havana, pending the in-
vestigation of the disasster.

Only two officers were lost, owine to the
fact 1ot the explosion was forward, where
are located the guarters of the crew. The
missing officers are Lient. Fred W. Jenkins

and Assictant Engineer Darwin I Merritt,
Upon the assembling of Congress on Wed-

nesday a resolution of svmpathy and eondo-
Fenaa mmonsly :!duiltc-ii_ Presi-
dent Mo Kinley sent a message of condalence
to Capt. Sigzshee, the Queen Repent of Spain
ment o nuessage to the P'resident, and the Presi-
dent i tom thanked the Spanish Govern-
ment for the comesies shown the wonnded,
wioch, 1 must be admitted, were generously
extended biv beath Gen. Blanco and the mumr-i-
pal auth in Havana without stint
Fwiperor William sent o ol eondo-
lence 1o the and the cable dis-
pu'.- Lies from Laondon showed that the aftar
had cieated o projound sensation in England.
Adninrad Sicod, eommandine the fleet at
the Dry Tortugass, has ordered a Board of In-
quiry to nvestigate the matter, consisting of

L u

Tit1es
Tessayre

Vresident.,

Capt. W, T. Sampson, Commander of the
pattieslip Jowa ; Capt. F. E. Chadwick, com-
manding the cruiser New York ;. Lieutenant-
Commander Potter, executive officer of the
New Yorl Liemenant-Commander Adolph
Marix _ exeentive officer of the Verrsont The |
latier will act a5 Jod Ldvoeate of 1he conrt I
The Bourd has convened at Havana 1o (n-

dnet =T iZing imvestigatio {0

the cause of the lo=s ol the ship L viil the

yepart shall have been reveived probably little
FITLA0E it can In Ti.’ii\'»'ll I.,lli-hll Lhe !IJ.I.'.:!II
then we have at present

The «hip lies in 30 feet of water on a kottom |
of mud.  Congress has promyptly appropriated |
=00, 600 1o praeused with the work of raisine
the hull, and acoor |_‘:I)',El‘I|IFI.,,.1-'| Oof ex-
perts ot the v artinent at 18 possible
W raise Lhe ship g put her again in com-
mission by the extenditure of alsout 'E]‘H'nl_l‘~
UG sine] ome veur s v .

The =p B Gay went proposed, through
our Stile Departmunt, to, join in the investi-
gatin but 1 'resident MeKiuley lhas
politely but firmly declined, and no fore o
power will be permitted to interfere in
the ipguiry by our own boand of officers,
Assistant ~eer tary of State Il.l}' politely eon-

veved thg

AXD HeEr ComvMaxprr Carr. SrGgenprer

1 - g -
Navy Traey an armored battlesiup of the

secund elass, the same as the Texas,
Sbe was built at the Brooklyn Navy-yard
from plavs mude under the supervision of the

then Chief Constructor of the Navy Wilson. |

She was originally termed by Mr. Wilson a
stec]l armored cruiser, but some changes were
made in ber that gave her a different rating
atter the work was begun, There is no ques-
tion but that she was originally intended
for a eraiser, but it having been decided to
give all the armored battleships the names of
the States, and the Maine having been already
named, it was decided to change her class
rather than to re-name her.

She was begun unler the act of Aug. 3,

i 1886, which called for two seagoing, double-

Lbottomed vessels of about 6,000 tons dis
placement. and with a speed not less than 16
knots an hour; with engines ecapable of
forced dralt and with complete torpedo
outfit and effective armament.

Plans were linally prepared for the Maine
and the Texas with a minimum draft of 22
feet, to be built of steel with ram bow, twin
screws, protected deck and complete electric
outfits. Each was to make 17 kuoots, when
fully equipped, with great coal carrving ea-
pacity, There was to be two-thirds sail

| power and an armament of four 10-inch and

G-inch guns, with a secondary battery of
rapid-firing guns, amonyg which were 12
six-pounders and six one-pounders.

The plans finally selected, as presented by
Constructor Wilson, were based upon the
fawous Brazilian armored cruiser Riachuelo
built in England.

The Muzine had a length on the load water
line of 318 feet, a breadth of 57 feet, and
a drmtt of 22) feet. Her displacement,
therefore, was 6,615 tons. Her twin screws
were propelled by vertical triple-expansion
engines ol 9000 mmaxnnum indicated horse-
power, giving her a speed of 17 knots an
hour. Her heavy battery was protected hy
steel armor 104 inches thick, and her water-
line with armounr 12 inches thick.

The keel of the Maine was Iaid in 1888,
She was lanched Nov. 18, 1590, being chris-
tened by little Aliee Tracy Wilmerding,
granddaughter of the Secretary of the Navy.
She wade 1237 knots on her official trial trip
without her guns on.

A bandsome. eostly service of silver was
contributed to the <ship by the patriotic citi-
zens of the State of Maine; whether this bas
been lost is not vet known.

The hull and machivery of the ship cost
$2,500,000, and the 1otal expense of ship and
cquiipuent ready for action was probably not
lar from 35,000,000,
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NEW MULTIFLOR

wessage 1o Madrid on Saturday | A BGSES
L - P ; I With send of 1l ¥ )] a
. e, 12l ith send of these new Roses_ pl f ,
_4he news from reliable sources from Cuba | tioom in @ days {rom tin “’.‘.";g;"’““-r,l:w',-' "-", i‘?'.{,"?
ik Lo the «fiect thia \'-!,:J-‘ the ( ‘ll'I:l'.:l"l"i]- l lz]"-'! r.lh \'L!HU" 1 und fowers appeer in lnrge
ay ) : . n 3 CHESLETS nid lnsuch guantity that a plant loeks likea
€ - i : munieipal o ".‘\ extended evi 'Y | bouguet. Perfectly bordy in the ;'.'-:r:--s:. whicre they
L TLEET H v amd made ;lp,.r“!di.t;', eXx- o all summer, 'n pots they Clocom both sunner
!M sl il = "I.-" the (act 23 . e I and winter. From o packet of seed o ewillpet Horen
I Ul . { HE AdE Tenuan that the ol v colors—white, pink, crimson, etc.—no two
ultra it sh ¢lass in Caba is in & '?;t!vt-]‘l ‘ ike Wl m rl.!\l‘ perfectly double and very sweet,
vy 111 = ot . ' . Healest of noveltics. Meed $0c. por pkt., 5 pkts,
ex i ‘_u.x 4 T loss  of the American o1 Sk —or Tor 40¢, we will send « I P b
battieshin Below 15 a statement of the 1 pkt. New Muhiflora Ruases. AN eolors,
af air by Capt. Sigst o i diness Lantern Plaot, Musoificent.
ala vildapt. Sigshee 10 an associated press 1 " Cupid Dwarl Sweet Pea. Aroal gem.
reporter: 1 % Nevbena, Giant White Scented,
i " I'vee Siianwberry, Lurgest, finest Lerry.,
. 1 buib Double fowered Tuberons Begonia
CAPT. SIGSBEE'S STATEMENT. 1 = Funey Gloxinia. Fxtrn fine

n “On the night of the explosion,” said Capt.
RBigshee, *“ 1 hud retived. 1 was writing
letters. ] find it unpossible to desceribe the
BouLd or sl

not

K, bul the impression remains

of sowething awe-inspiring, temrilying—of
Doise,  wending,  vibmating, allpervading.

There is uothing in the former experience of
LY olic Gn oA to weasun i]lct‘!t];iu*:ull by,

CAler the great shock—1 cannot my-
self vevall how many sharp detonations |
bewid, not more than Lwo or three—i knew

1ir=1

i Ginpt Flowered Gladiolus Childsi,

2 * Ispoited Calln Lily, | Monihrefin,
< " Funcy Glad alun‘. i‘!l mlh-’rrm. CoioTs.
146 "lewering OUxalis, Mized colors. Also,

GurbGrent 160-np o Color Plate €Cetulogue and

j&tl_.l &l.h't FLOWER Monibkly Magusine for o
i-c-f.' tHostrated 1 plate cach motith-deveted
| Botlovers and Gardening. Worth 81.50 but for trial

All the above for goo. postpaid,
Our Great Colored Plate Catalogue

| of Flower and Vegetuble Beeds, Rulbs, Plants, sed

fore Now ¥ orulte, is (he finest ever jssued- profusely
fHustrsted. 12 Mugnificent Larpe € olored l"lului,
160 pages. Malled for 0 ¢ts., or FEFF to any who ex-
pect to send us ap order after getting it ‘

JUEN LEWIS GUILDS, Fioral Park, H. V.

that all my officers and crew left alive and on

the time ol the |
the ex- |

DOMIGS OF GOKGRESS

—_ e

Abstract of the Important Pro-
ceedings in Both Houses.

The Senate, on Feb. 15, passed the Forti-
ficauuon's appropriation bill.

On motion of Mr. Pettus the appropria-
tion for the construction of sea walls and
| embankments was increased from 530,000
| 10 Soa, 000,

An amendment offered by Mr. Chandler
increasing  the amount appropriated for
' powders and projectiles for a reserve sup-
ply for armament and fortifications from
Stalh 18 10 8950 618 was aceepied.

In the Senate on Wednesday, the ven-
erable Senator Morrill, of Vermont, opposed

the raufication of the Hawaiian trealy.
The debate on the Bankruptey _h:II
opened on Wednesday in the House., Gen.

lienderson, of lowa, opened the debate in
favor of the bill. In concluding his re-
maris he said:

“In general terms it may be said  that
under the provisions of this hill the honest
bunkrupt will be treated with considera
Ction and within a reasonable time be dis-
| chareed. The dishonest bankrupt will be
L exphicitly charged with his wrongz-doing,
dehiberately tried, and immediately pun
ished. The estate will be as quickly re
duced to cash as possible and distributed
to the creditors,” )

In the Senate on Feb. 17, Mr. Allen, of
Nebraska, offered a resolution that !!lt'
Committee on Naval Affairs make an un
mediate and therough investigation into
the cause of the disaster to the battleship
Maine.

\ir. Hale, of Maine, Chairman of the
Naval Affairs Committee, said he had no
obicetion to the reference of the resolution
to his Committee, but he did not decm il

desituble for the Committee now lo pro
ceed with an investigation of the melan
choly affair in Havana Harbor. The Fxe

cutive Department of the Government was
even now engared in making an investiea
tion of the disaster.
Navy was engaged in the work, and was
employing all the means in his power to
ascertain the truth. The resolution went
over, )

The disaster to the battleship Maine was
provocative of a spirited and acrimonious
debate in the Senate on Feb. 15,

To the resolution presented by Mr. Allen,
of Nebrasla, Mr. Mason, of lllinois, pro-
posed an amendment striking out all after
the word “Resolved,” and inserting the fol
lowing:

“By the Senate, the House of Repre-
sentatives concurring, That a joint com-
miltee of five, consisting of three members
i the House of Representatives and two
members of the Senate, be appointed to
investicate the disaster o the battleship.’

Mr. Iale expressed the hope that Alr.
Mason would not press his substitute.
\ir. Mason answered Mr. Hale in o«

specch replete with sensational and pyro
technic utterances. “I1 understand,” said
he, “that the Navy Department is making
an investization of the disaster, but 1 also
undersiand that Coneress has the author-
ity to make an investigation. It is a Con
investiration that the people
are demanding. They are fast coniing to
the conclusion that malters concerning
this Cuban affair, including the De Lome
letter incident and the loss of the AMaine, of
which they oucht to know, are being con-
cealed from them. The people want 1o
know the facis and they will know them.”

AMr. Woleott, of Colorado, answering Mr
Mason, said

“1 desire o resent as utterly unfounded
the surcestion that there 1s a  patriotic
| citizen in the broad confines of this land

whao has not the fullest and most splendid
and glorious confidence in every Depart-
ment of this Government and in the De-
| partment of the Navy particularly. It has
| been true in every Administration since
| the time of Washington. The people of
[ the United States have never yet been
[ called upon to distrust one of the co-
ordinate branches of this Government,
and they never will while the flag flonts.
Least of all is it decent, in my opinion,
that in this chamber there should be in-
sinuations cast at this critical time that
there is a lack in the minds of the peaple
of the United States of confidence in the
Navy of our country.

“We can stand such discussion and
debate, we can endure much of public dis-
cussion when there should be silenee, but
this is one thing this country can never
stand, and that is to listen, and without
resentment, to an insinuation that the
officers of our Navy are not men of honor
and inteerity and of truth. The officers
appointed to investigate will do theirduty.

“AMr. President, war may come. [ think
myself the day may not be far distant, and
when it comes we will ficht it alone. for
there will be no other nation to lift 2 hand
to firhit with us. When {hat day comes
our course must be eternally grounded in
the riecht, and until it ecomes, there is
nothinz so belittles this people, in my
opinion, as these uniust and outrageous
attacks upon a friendly Government.”

Mr. Woleott was followed immediately
by Mr. Lodege, of Massachuseits, who also
had sat very restive under Mr. Mason's re
flections upon the Navy Department. He
snolte with intense earnestness, saying

Alr. President, this is nol a question
| which invelves Cubans or Spaniards.

This is a guestion which involves hrave
Ameriean seamen gone o their death in a
foreign port. In the presence of that ca
| lamity what we want is the truth. How
are we o gel 11?7 By invesitiigations ol a
committee of 2 Congress which knows noth-
inz, which has no wilnesses to sumrmaon,
which has no expert knowledee, which is
miles from the place where the disaster
occurred?” There 1s only one way to get at
the truth of this matter, and that is
through the naval officers who have been
selected o perform that duty. | would
rather trust this investigation to the ofli
cers of the American Navy than 1o any
other men in the country.

“The Secrctary of the Navy is o man of
distinguished ability, of honor and patriotf-
ism. H anyone imagines that Secretary
Lone will not tell the trutn and insist
upon the whole of it, he little knows the
character of the man who has the honor 1o
fill that great post at the head of the Navy, ™’

Mr. Allen, of Nebraska, said he desired
0 seture a vole upon the resolution, bhut
he desired o reiterate the saspicions ex-
pressed Ly Mr. Mason that the investiga
tion by the Navy Department would not
be satisfactory to the couniry,

The resolution went 1o the calendar,

Mr. Hale, before the discussion over the
investization resolution offered a resolu-
tion relative (o the raising of the Maine,
authorizing the Secretary of the Navy to
“engaze the services of a wrecking com-
pany or companies having proper facilities
for the prompt and eificient performance of
sub marine worle, for the purpose of re-
coverning the remains of the oflicers and
men lost on the United States steamer
Mane, and of saving tae vessel or such
parts and so much of her stores, puns,
material, equipment, fittings and appur
tenances as may be practieable: and for
this purpose the sum of E200.000, or so
muach as may be necessary, is herehy ap-
propriated and made immediately avail-
able,

The resolution was |;rr-p:|r|-r! ol the Navy
Department, and introduced at the re-
of Hf‘i'f{‘“lrl\' !”“u‘ “!”, wrote a
lengthy letter setting forth the situation.

The House ::l]njnh--l the resolution when
pre ented. The consideration of tHe reso-
hution in both Houses and the debate in

ression 1l

udsst

the Senate were listened o by a large
number of spectators,
In the House on Saturday was passed

the Bankruptey Bill which is a substitute
for the Nelson Bill, passed by the Senate
al the extra session last Summer. 11 is
considered less drastic than the measure
passed by the last House by a vote of 157
to X7, The bill was piassed by a maiority
ol 35 the vote standine _\‘t'il.‘.\. | B H.‘r_\"':_

124, Eirhteen Republicans®voted aeainst
the bLill and 12 Democrais for it.  The
Populists, with one exception, voted

against it. A motion to sirike out the in
voluniary features of the bill was defeated
=149 to 158—and a motion to recommit,
with instruetions 1o strike out the invol-
untary features, met o similar fate by o
vote of 130 to 137. -

. NMr. Allen’s resolution for a Coneressional
Investigation of the Mane disaster wis
adepted on Monday, without further tilk.
The word “immediate” was slricken from
Lt,lu,-. resolution.

| dropped, but his rating only reduced.

The Secretary of the |

PENSION __DECISIOPES.

Cases Disposefl of by Assistant
Secretiry Davis.

Action of the l‘l&:u was reversed last

week by Assistant Davis, in the

cose of James W. Muorray, late of Co. H,
dth U. 5. Vel \'ulﬁ...j‘t'lhiulwr WS reociy
ing $12 pur munth" A aceount of loss of
sicht of left eye, and was dropped irom the
rolls in 1842, He filed claims for renewal
and was restored to the rolls from October
20, 1886, and 6 per month, for the same
disabality  'The Medical Releree expressed
the opinion that he should not have been
IHe-
fusal to restore him from date of dropping
al reduced rating s based on the fact that
he has enly tiled eiaim tor renewal and not
lor restoration. Assistant Secrotary Davis
holds that “"this actim 1s ehiglly technical;
that the words ‘renewal’ aod “restoration’
Lin applieation are generally interchange-
able, and that this claimant having ap-
plied for renewal and admitted to be en-
Ctitled  to restoration, should  be restored
| from the dote of dropping without other
applicition,

AMr. Davis reversed the Buresa decision
in tne [ee case of an attorney in the elaim
of James . AMcehay, Co, A, bith Ohio. In
this case Mr. Davis decided that where
prooi as to non vicious habits is required
and is obtained by means of a medical ex-
amination held under an order 1orwardod
and returned by an attornev in good stand-
ing, who is not ¢hargesble with notice of
the requurements of the case, that such
attorney thereby obtains the evidence as
to non vicions habits, it being evidence
relative to matter usually furnished by ut-
torneys, and that the service rendered is
materizal, then sueh attorney may be con-
sidered as having rendereq material serv-
| 1ee, and should be paid the fee,

AMr, Davis rendered a decision in the Dr,
Mary B, Walker case, whi h has been
{ pending in the Depariment lor many years,
Dir. Walker, who is pensioned as a Contract
or Acting Assistant Surg on, on account of
disease of eyes, tiled [ ¢h. 7, 1808, a second
motion for reconsideration of a dee sion
rendered AMarch 5, 1897, wherein the action
of the Dureaun wns sustained in the re-
iection of her cliwm for increase of pen-
sion. This e¢la m for increase was based
not alone on the acturl inecease of dis-
albility [rom impaired eyesight, but also
on other alleged results of disease of
eves, and it was insisted that she was
entitled to a rat ng of 5% per month. Mr.
I: vis says, in his decision:

“In the fir=t place the pension granted as
being due 1o ap ellant’'s service in the
army was for disease of cyes alone, but
there has been o evdence at any time
! showing that the deeper struciures of the
[ eyes were affected, vnless from some con-

genital defect, asthemopia, or astignatism,
[ which eould not be included in the pen-
| sionable dis:bility. The [crmer decisions
which hold that no increase of pensioned
disability and no special results thereof are
shown must be reatlirmed.”

A instance of the tardiness of the Pen-
sion Burean in relieving the wanls of some
velerans entitled to pension was shown
the other day when it allowed a pension Lo
Louis A. S nsatauech, He died March 6,
1880, and nearly six years after his death,
and seven vears after the filing of his ap-
plication, his pension is allowed. How-
ever, aiter the dedath of the applicant in
this case, the widow completsd the case,
and will now be entitled to quite a large
sum. [rom January .2, 1821, the date of
the filing of the application, to March 6,
1892 she will receive 86 a month, the pen-
sion her husband would have drawn dur-
ine his lifetime, and from March 6 1592, to
the present time she will recerve back pen-
sion to the amount of 8% a month

-—-----I.—-m’-I

WEEK IN WASHINGTON.

S S S—

Events of General jJnterest in the National

seerelnry

Capital.
MONDAY, Feh., 14.—The State Depart-
ment received a cable dispatch from

Minister Waoodford, announcing that the
Government of Spain had disavowed the
letter of Dupuy de Lome to Senor Cana-
leias. The President authorized the
announcement  that the inciden( s
closed. The eable dispateh also notified
the President of the appointment of
Senor Luis Polo v Bernabe, son of Viee-
Admirul Polo, as Minister of Spain to the
I'nited Slates. Senor Bernabe was once
Secretary of the Spanish Legalion here.,
He is said 1o be a diplomat of experience
and capacity.

TUEFSDAY, Feh, 15—y avote of 10 to 3,
the House Committee on Military Afiairs
to day refused o report favorably the
O'Dell bill authorizing any denomina-
tion, sect or religion to erect a bui'ding
for religious worship on any military
reservalion in the country, The action
on the measure was preceded by a pro-
tracted discussion. Mr, Mahany intro-
duced a resolution in the House direeting
the Secretary of War to remove immedi
ately all religious edifices from all mili-
tary reservations in the United States.
His obiect, he says, 18 1o remove unjust
disecriminations now in vogue, with (he
idea that if one denomnation is not per-
mitted the privilege of wor<hip on any of
these troets no other should be accorded
ihose privileges,

WIDNESDAY, Feb, 16.—A report of the
Naval Construction Bureau shows that
the twin  battleships  Kearsarge and
lKentucky are more than hall complete,
the exact figure being 35 per cent. The
seume company which is building
at Neaport News has the battlesnip
Hlinois 41 per cent. advanced toward the
end. Thirly nine per cent. of the work
has been done on the battleship Al
boma, and 34 per cent. on the last of 1he
battieships, the Wisconsin., The gun
bout Princeton has not advanced greatly
during the past month, although she
stands 83 per cenl, finished, The sub-
marine boat Plunger also
about the same condition, namely, 66
per cent. near the finish, S Y
torpedo boals are nearly ready for trial,

['nited States, issued by the Buoreau of
Statisties, shows that the exports of
1898, amounted o 3106761524, an in
over $14,000000. The tolal imports of
merchandise during January amounted
to Si0B0Z 00 of which §22113.49 was
free of duty. The increase in dutiable
merchundise was-about 54,500,000, Gold
exports during January were §2 631,289

imports, 556225467 Silver exports dur-
ing January were 3$4,262,396; imports,

$512,0515.

FIIDAY, Feb, 13, <The Senate Committee
on Public Lands reported favorably the
House bill granting right of way (o rail-
roads and extentling the homestead luws
in Alaska, with amendments made by
the BSenate CUommillee, The amend
ments of the Seate, among other things,
Lmit to 40 acres the amount of land to
be taken, unless the land is distinelly
agricultural, the object being to prevent
a monopoly by any individusl of vala
able Hill"‘i; no htmestead itle shiadl Nimit
or abridge the! free navigation of the
wilers of the Terrttory; the Government
reserves the right after 20 years o pur-
clhinse any ratlroad, svoiron rogd or tram-
wiy for its actyal cash value,

SATURDAY, FFebh 19 —Union Veteran
Legion 69 adopted  resolutions in which
they “renew our eanlidence in the wis-

President of the United States, and rely
with unfaltering trust upon his fidelity
and zeol in maintaining the honor and
diznity of our country and the glory of
our country’s tlag, and have an abiding
fuith that, with the aid of his distin-
guished and wisely-selected constitu-
tionnal advisers, the best inlerests of our
ecouniry at home and abroad will be pro-
tecied and sceured.” The resolutions
deplore the Maine disaster, and declare
“our inflexible purpose to do our full
auly as veleran suldiers of the Repablie
I answer o any summons of our be-
lu_\--'l I.,il'.‘\il!lr!l, copfident that throug)
him this mighty Nation will not speak in
vam, and will act as becomes a great
people.”

domestic merchandise during January, | i . : x
By oouary, | tor from Wyoming; Ellen H. Price, of the

dom and patriotism of our comrade, the |
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Cure.

Stipation

and you cure its

Consequences.

These are some of the

.. onsequences of Constipation: [X

biliousness

loss of appetite
pimples

sour stomach
depression
coated tongue
nightmare
palpitation
cold feet
debility

dizziness
weakness
backache
vomiting
jaundice
piles

pallor

stitch
irritability
nervousness

headache
vomiting
torpid liver
heartburn
foul breath
sleeplessness
drowsiness
hot skin

cramps

throbbing head

YER'S

‘ 4

/.

i1l

<

are a Sure Cure for Constipation.

Dr. J. C. Ayer’s Pills are a specific for all diseases of the liver, stomach,

and bowels.

These testimonials are from the thousands received : —

“T suffered from constipation which assumed such an obstinate form that I
feared it would cause a stoppage of the bowels. After vainly trying various reme-

The
Pill
That
Will

dies, I began to take Ayer’s Pills, Two boxes effected a complete cure.”
) D. BURKE, Saco, Maine.

“For eight years T was afflicted with constipation, which at last became so bad
that the doctors could do no more for me.

and soon the bowels recovered their natural and regu
WM. H. DELAUCETT. Dorset, Ont.

“Ayer’s Pills are the best in the world. T used to be annoyed with constipation
until I began using them; now I have no trouble of that kind any more, and I

Then I began to take Ayer's Pills,
lar action.”

The
Pill
That

auribute my recovery toshe use of your valuable Cathartic Pills,”
'H, PLOWMAN, Portland, Oreg.

fl

CHAT OF THE CORRIDORS.

It is believed that in view of the disaster
to the battleship Maine appropriations for
two first-ciass battleships will be recom-
mended by the House Naval Commaittee.
The recommendation of the Secrctary of
the Navy was for b:t one. The subiect
has not yvet been considered by the Naval

| Committee, but most of the members of

them |

the committee bave expressed themselves

| as in favor of building a ship to replace

the Mauaine, and also of authorizing the
ship recommended by the Secretary of the
Navy. It is said that the disaster has
aroused a feeling that there should be
more liberality, the practical result of
wh ch may be the acceptance by the
House, with little contest, of the Senale
amendments increasing the appropriations
for fortifications about $4,000 000, and the
authorization of the entire dry-dock
stheme recommended by the Dry-dock
Bourd.
*

A delegation from the woman suffragists,

| « - » .
in convention in this city last week, ap-

remains in |

Some of the |

THURSDAY, Feb, 17.=The monthly stafe- :
ment of the exports and imports of the !

crease, eompared with January, 1897 of |

peared before the House Committee on Ju-
diciary, for a hearng on a resolution pro-
posing & woman sulffrage amendment to
the Constitution. There were several fair
representatives from the States that allow
women to vote, who explained what they
termed the benefit from woman sullrage in
those States. Addresses were made by
Senator Martha H. Cannon, of Utah; Mrs,
Martha Conine, member of the Assembly
of Colorado; Mrs., Warren, wife of the Sena-

School Roard of Pennsylvania, and Helen
Blackburn, of the woman's suffrace move-
mont in England. The Senate Committee
on Woman Sulirage also gave a hearing to
the woman sufiragists, and the addresses
were guite spirited.

*

The Civil Service Commission in its an-
nual report, shows some intere=ting facts.
The whole number of examined
during the year was 49,145, of whom 25,583
passed. The number of u::pninlpmntq
were 4,156 The average age of appointecs
to the departmental service during 1807 was
less than 28); years, and discussing the
sta’istics bearng on this quection the
Conimission sugegests that they afiord no
foundation for the charge that the merit
:I«_‘\:-u,-.-m tends to lead to a eivil pension
st

persons

Apropos of what were alleged to be vio-
lations of the Civil Service rules, the re-
moval of Pension Examining Surgeons
from abour 25 classified local Boards, in
the creation of additional Boards without
exnmination, and in a number of remov-
als, redu tiens, and promolions in the
Burean at Washinegton, all instances of
apparent violations of the Civil Service
rules, have been referred to the Secretary
ol the Interior.

~ —
An Interesting Enterprise.

The Dusiness of making artistic reprodue-
tions of valuable or highly-cherished pictures
is well worth looking into. Mr. Gripp re-
ports that a vast number of persons Lave
found profitable employment through his
ageney, e advertised extensively in these
columns last Fall, and we have so far received
no complaint of dissatisfaction on the part of
any of onr renders. His address is H. Al

| Gripp, German Artist, 78 Gripp Building,
Tyrone, Pa.

The Dignity of Our Flag.

The Daughters of the American Revolution
are strongly urging upon Congress and upon
the people of the land the necessity for some
law against the desecration of the Stars and
Stripes. Certainly ™t present, when the flag
is used freely and indiscriminately for adver-
tising and campaign purposes, it is subject to
contempt that one does not like to associate
with our National banner.

In the heatof rivalry and the bitterness of
local quarrels, many citizens do not hesitate
to disgrace the flag of onr country if across
the Starsand Stripes are printed mottos or por-
traits of their opponents. The stories of the
flag being hissed, torn, spat upon, burned,
are decidedly unpleasant to those who, mak-
ing no special show of patriotism, are still
firm believers in their country and its flag,
and for all enthusiastic patriots any con-
tempt of our flag seems disgraceful.

That it should float freely, purely above all
the little quarrels and rivalries we all admit,
and so this idea of the Danghters seems
good. Other patriotic societies are working
for the same end, and it matters not particu-
larly which one wins, so that the law is
secured. The Daughters’ Bill is as follows:

*Section 1. Any person or persons, corpora-

tion or company, who shall use the National |

flag or the coat of-arms of the United States,
or any pattern, imitation or representation
theveof, either by printing thereon, or paint-
ing thereon, or attaching thereto any adver-
tisement or device for the purpose of gain or
protit, or as a trademark or label, or who

shall imitate or represent the National flag |

or the coat-of-arms of the United States for
an advertisement, trademark, or label upon
any goods, wares, or merchandise, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor,

“See. 2. No device, nor inscription, nor
the representation or image of any person or
thing shall be imprinted upon, painted upon,
or attached to the National flag, or upon or
to the cont-of-arms of the United States, ex-
cept that the devices now attached and used
by the Girand Army of the Republic may con-
tinue to be used by them.

*8ee. 3. Any person or persons who shall
tear down, trample upon, or treat with indig-
nity, or wantonly destroy the National flag
or eoat-of-arms of the United States, shall be

{ guilty of & misdemeanor,

**See. 4. Any person, corporation, or eom-
pany violating any provisions of this act
shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished
by a fine not exceeding dollars, or by
imprisonment not exceeding —— years.”

This bill was introduced in the House of
Representatives by Hon. J. C. Spooner and
in the Senate by Hon., J. H. Davidson. The
Daughters earnestly pray to all good citizens
to request their CongresSmen and Senaters to
view favorably such a law,

|

The Seventh Annual Reunion of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution opened im
the Grand Opera House, Washington, Mon-
day morning last. The stage was hung all
aronnd with the National eolors, and a full-
length portrait of Washington, draped with
flags, was suspended over the platform. A
full delegation is present from each of the
States organized, and there will be a week of
varied pleasures and business of importanee.
Much interest centers in the elections, the
leading eandidates being Mrs. Daniel Man-
ning, of Albany, N. Y., widow of Cleveland’s
first Secretary of War, and Mrs. Donald Mee
Lean, of New York City.

-
Work of the Pension Office,

The report of certificates issued for the
week ending Feb. 19 shows—

Army invalid: Original, 51: increase and
additional, 341; reissue, 7J; restoration and
renewal, 32; duplicate, 22; accrued, 90;
total, 609,

Army invalid (act June 27, 180): Origi-
nal, €52; increase, 338; additional. 28; re-
issue, 1%: restoration and renewal, 5% sup-
plementals, 2; duplicate, 33; acerued, 107;
total, 1,288,

Army widow, ete.: Original, 74; restora-
tion and renewal, 1; duplicate, 1; total, 78.

Army widow, ete. (act .June 27, 15%):
Original, 214; restoration, 1; supplement-

als, 2: duplicate, 5; accrued, 4; total, 228,
Navy invalid: Original, 6; accrued, 1;
total, 7.

aT

Navy invalid (act June 27, 1800): Origi-
nal, 14: increase and additional, 12: re-
issue, 1; restoration and renewal, 2: do-
plicate, 1; accrued, 6; toial, 36,

Navy widow, ete: Original, 1.

Navyv widow (act June 27,188): Original, 8,

Army Nurses—Original, 1.

Indian Wars—Survivors: Accrued, 1.

Indian Wars—Widows: Original, 1.

Mexican War—>urvivors: Increase and
additional, 5; accrued, 13; total, 18

Mexican War—Widows: Original, 14,

Toitals: Original, 1.034;: increase and addi-
tional, 774; reissue, 93; restoranon and re-
newal, 5; supplementals, 4; duplicate, 62;
accrued, 222, Grand total, 2,254,

— -

BATTLEFIELD PARK.

A meeting will be held this week at
Fredencksburg to perfeet an organization
under the terms of a charter incorporating
the “Frederickshurg and Adiacent National
Batiletields Memorial Fark Association of
Virginia."

According to the terms of the charter the
object of the Association is to mark and
preserve the battlefields of Fredericks-
bure, Chancellorsville, the Wilderness and
Spottsylvania Court House and adacent
battlegrounds, tozether with the natural
and ariificial features as far as possibie
as they were at the times of these battles,
by such memorial stones, tablets or monu-
ments as the people of the United States

| or the Government may see fit o erect to

|

commemorate the valor displayed by the
American sOldiery; and i may take such
steps as il deems proper to induce the
Congress of the United States to do all
necessary work appertaining thereto,

Since the indorsement by the National
Encampment, G.A R., the proposition has
gained strengih, and a bill will soon be in-
roduced in Congress to provide for the
park

CASTORIA.
Tho fa0- The Kind You Have Always Bought,
daumt;m isca
., 770 e S,




